
Dr. David L. and Marie Hans Jester Endowed Social Work Scholarship 
 

“Go ye into all the world” begins at home. Social work in local communities brings help and 
hope to others, creating legacies that resonate into many generations. 
 
Wayland alumni, former trustees, faculty, staff, and friends worked together to honor this legacy 
for David and Marie Jester, who, through lives dedicated to social work and educational 
missions, exemplify the maxim, “Working together, we make a difference.” 
 
Marie Jean Hans was born August 12, 1929, in Indiana to Ralph and Lucille Hans. David 
Linville Jester was born March 5, 1930, in Tanganyika (now Tanzania) to missionaries William 
and Daisy Hicks Jester.  
 
David and Marie graduated from Georgetown College (Ky.) and married in 1951. Marie earned 
an MRE degree from Carver School of Missions and Social Work at Southern Seminary. David 
completed BD and MDiv degrees at Southern Seminary; MA and EdD degrees at Teachers 
College of Columbia University; and graduate studies at University of Ibadan, Ahmadu Bello 
University and University of California-Berkeley.  
 
The Jesters ministered as missionaries in the United States, Nigeria and other countries. David 
served as president of Niger Baptist College; founder of the School of Basic Studies, Ahmadu 
Bello University; and faculty and administrative positions at Kentucky’s Campbellsville 



 


